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US DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

_EXCEI.LET .DETERIORATED __UNALTERED ^.ORIGINAL SITE

J&SOOD _RUIN5 X ALTER ED _MOVED DATE„

—

-FA R ^UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior

fiee'b torapie anc [•Wing Conpany is a s i x -story, f 1 a t - ro o V

c

d jhouse

cf re inf r rced'ccncr glazed unite and polyenr >:ne 3lad-
ding anc sculpture on the first and second stories of the wes jade
(str set . The bui Iding is square siiaucd on a rectangular lot -,h a

one- st-oi v commerci al ouilding abuttl ng the north side. Built ieo-

clas a Egyptian style, rrost of th e structure's facade proj< cts
slig r ro that i butfcu red-wall eff ir om _' ter-

ra c abt. i cave t to c ornice decorated with scarabs was removed iri 19 71 due
to 1 nlng daroag oil ipse

and of th e up e been

The ground storv cf whj te terra cotta slabs consists of five columns
with^polvchroWcaoitals of calm fronds and lotas flowers and buds; the

lower section of the shafts, without bases are sculpted lotus and^ papy-
rus rising f'ro-'i waters, represented by a saw-toothed pattern, between
the columns and at th

atal ter-

aecor

the le
street
spear-

The do
lowing
grids
for th
cotta.

p. and "lemovals T!

. Beneath the sill? of the two end windows,
nci paoyrus design and its background become convex near the

ement"." Beneath the other three sills is wrought iron work with
ed rails. Ground story windows are plate glass.

y includes a bronze door with plate slass inset and the fol-

ia work: roll or rope-like molding and lotus and papyrus in

ront of the sidelights and lower . transom. Ine enframement
orway and two transoms is polychrome slabs and molded terra

side the two transoms are two plaques (two heads each.) of the

cow-earred Egyptian goddess Hathor, two scarabs and two statues of

pharaoh Harasses II atoy two engaged pylon-'Shaped pedestal?. ^ach sta-

tue wears the royal striped headdress, the kilt with cartouche buckle
bearing the name in hieroglyphs, and carries a djed pillar (protection)

and flail (authority). Both statues and pedestals are joined to the

terra cotta facade slabs.

Hlerop-lvphs on the front of the pedestal of the left statue are trans-

lated: ''Forever I work for all of your r^'ons in daylight and darkness";

the other, "I give protection to your furniture". Each side reads,

"Heebie Brother" (Each pharaoh represents William and John, the founders).

The white terra cotta architrave has two molded scarabs. Formerly. "W.C.

Heebie & Brother" appeared in the area between the scarabs.

The cornice between the ground and second stories bears a

winged serpent and sun disk and a partial helcer (Egyptian royalty) pat-

tern stretching across the length of the cornice.
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COnCi SLOrj <il O ^f^'b'K,v " . . . i
,-

-| ^. r10 nr.

a winged scarab c

merit are two panvru... - -- -
t

papyrus heads extend beyond the. cornice top.

cornice window nead. also part of the enfr

;eB; rising to the top of the cornice, and i

Interior

The inte rior
ous text!ires

Toe end osc-d

papyrus in z

papyrus stai

lobby si ae o

the iron

The ware
columns

roll
of 1

e. Hi-

ed to he 13reces
heker . ..,,

.

, t n .,.,,,,Mc o~ovrus and lotus with geometric and foliate
The capitals are styi.is.ic :>•-?>''>-

,„,,-.„.._-_! v ,i ^ four narrow strips lop-

forms; the length of each snatt
t?,;^^

1^ ca^tal.
ped with a leaf near the lowesi ei

;
;c oi c-p

«• e-„ ,ff,™ is enclosed by a rigntangular shaped

The southeast corner o, tne Ltlicci.--
t The wall c f tie

counter with a rounaec corne! ana a .I.e. . .£..
- . ^^ b;](jg

counter is molded piaster m a i epetiti-e paU
*f ntl HateI,. tlb0ye

and papyrus rising from a saw-
.;

ot.^d P-- -

fc of braSL, designed witn

the design is a roll °. /°i?°"^ ™^"tS'the enclosed area. The s«
the two plants in a grid allows access testae

;

n^
Mjnd0UE1 . tlla f0Ur on

^ffout^wSl orV^S by°the roiT'or rope-like' molding in plaster.

n „ „, two reot- rr-ujar engaged columns, like pi-

On each of the four wa Is •

f-
*'«- ' ;^~-pd OTrus or, stalks stretching the

] asters, with molded plaster lotus »no p=.,.v
papyrus plants cleco-

Lngth of the column Either three lotu. or fcb ce p*^^ ^ 31 plaE „

rate the columns. Between the up «
,

bt
i^e are 1.2 plaques with two

ter plaques of four <^"«"»*^;'rj ! J g^dess Hathor with pylon head-
Identical heads eacn of the tow-ea. r " 8 laqua contains only one heac

dress, and 12 with serpentine headdre. s
o-.e pi q have a bottom

,o as to fit in a corner on the west wail).
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ITEM NUMBER n

border of marguerites and mandrake roots.

Pour sun bark panels deoict the sent explained in the aieroyiyphs or^ns-

lated: "Ilarakte pm]s the daytime bark of he (tho eon) upon trie casoern

horizon, and Thot (eod of the moon) turns to lie in the sky.
^

.ae simligh,,

reaches' the walls of the pyramids and sails swiftly across the sky.

three Kile bark panels depict the scene reaping: "Behold the cargoes

swiftly sent upon the Nile flood (tot god hapi ) in the time of the Phar-

aohs. ' Behold, "here is the ship's captain saluting the Egyptian crew.

Upper Egyptian bar] ey consigned to the pelta is transpor ted upon tne ivile

flood. eehold here is barley received in exchange for the game of the

Aegean Islanders." Peneath all panels is a concealed track for l; ghcing.

Two doors leodin" to the warenouse are adorned with plaster enframements

of roll or rope-like molding and scarab on a lintel-like form.

The vault for valuables consists of a bronze Poor and wide frame with a

tiffany-like lotus oud lantern and winged scarab eavetto cornice Move,

Holl or rope-like melding adorns the pilaster-like projection that is

part of the enframe merit.

The nortb wall contains panels of stained glass of lotus, and papyrus

design and panels of clear panes, Five sections of glass are mixed

stained and clear glass.

Alterations occurred on the exterior; brickwork on the upper four stories
was i*e~piac eTi when the cornice atop the structure was removed.

Item 9 Rage 1

Bibliographv: Stadler, Hoberta. "Heebie Warehouse: King IVit on

Clark Street." Ir-larul _Archl tec_t, Vol, 21, ilo. 3

(March, 1977), 22^24.
Interviews: Periodically since 1974—

n

ai'°l cl Allen, prof, emeritus of

School of the Art Institute, for photo archives of neoclassical iigyptian

stvle; Dr. Chas. Dims, Oriental Institute. 1976—Curators of Art in-

stitute and Field Museum. 1977— Trygbe Kristiansen, past pres. of Horth

Western T.C. Co. 1976-73—Art Jenner, craftsman of same co,,wno work-

ed with Fritz Albert. 197B— Chas. Steers, friend of jiloert and col-

lector of Albert works and history.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This example of neoclassical Egyptian ar

cotta craftsmanship and its conception;
curity theme is carried out on the inter
i>e signs were not merely copied, as in tr
generally eclectic style, but were imagi
for ohe heebie brothers. No other build
elaborate in its detail and polychrome w

the nation are as whimsical or bear as m.

language or mythology.

Other than the removal of the upper corn
and exterior re.rutins a? it vat' in 1923.
cotta sculpture on the: exterior warrants
too acute to deal with. Replacement of t

meant to be achieved during the Egyptian

Since terra cotta structures have passed
and since the craftsmanship involved is

the r, ni tad iVtates--(V;_aadin^ KeBean--it s

should be evaluated. Also, since the us

the . ""Egyptian" form nas truly followed

'.The building stands as a monument to the
ing in 1973, and to Frits Albert, the Jfo

sculptor (from the 1920' s to 1930) wdo w

the decorative elements and. hieroglyphs.
of hieroglyphs and sources, as evidenced
makes the structure an even more- persona

What
y ot
zed

ie fa
ester
spons for tn

o be hi
ntlv fo

pany
gn of
knoule

Trie consistent quality of the sculptural elements cannot be overlooked, even
if they are not "high" art, nor can the craftsmanship of the terra cotta
processes be separated from the sculptor'? conception to balance an eclectic
style and an ancient source.
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